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Microplate strip washing
TECAN’s fully automated microplate
strip washer, the Columbus, is the
ideal solution for medium throughput
pharmaceutical and diagnostic
laboratories. The Columbus now
offers fast and reliable strip processing
of 384-well plates as well as 96-well
plates. The innovative design allows
you to switch between plate formats
by simply exchanging dispensing
heads. Variable aspiration and
dispensing speeds make the
Columbus suitable for all types of
assays performed in the laboratory. An
optional cell wash dispensing head is
also available to reduce turbulence.
Circle number 2 on reader response card.
New microscope stages
A new selection of microscope stages
has been introduced by Olympus for
the BX range of upright microscopes.
The new choice of stages incorporates
the many innovative features which
set new standards when the
BX microscopes were introduced —
such as ceramic coated stages, low
positioned control handles and
user-adjustable x–y tension control. In
addition, a unique new dual wire
system has been introduced to govern
stage movement. Replacing the
previous rack and pinion engineering,
it saves space around the stage and
prevents potential injury.
Circle number 3 on reader response card.
In Brief
ThermoMicroscopes SPM seminar
The 1st Annual ThermoMicroscopes
SPM Seminar and Users Meeting will
take place at Robinson College, Cambridge,
on Wednesday 10 November. The meeting
is open to anyone with an interest in SPM.
Presentations from ThermoMicroscopes
SPM users in the UK and abroad will cover
a wide range of SPM applications including
micro-thermal analysis, near field scanning
optical microscopy, biological applications
of SPM and materials characterisation using
SPM techniques. A poster competition will
provide an informal opportunity for
delegates to discuss their interests with
users in similar fields.
Circle number 4 on reader response card.
Quality in autosampling
Bio-Tek Instruments has established a
strong presence in the field of analytical
instrumentation. The latest development is
the 565 Variable Injection Autosampler,
designed to satisfy the most demanding
requirements. Part of the HPLC 500 system,
the 565 autosampler is ideal for high
throughput applications, having a range of
variable volumes to be injected. From
microbore to analytical, the 565 will ensure
full optimisation of injections.
Circle number 5 on reader response card.
Fluorescence imaging
New from Universal Imaging Corporation
is the MetaFluor Imaging System®
Version 4.0. Designed for ratio imaging and
intracellular calcium, pH and other ion
measurements, MetaFluor 4.0 offers new
features and functionality. MetaFluor 4.0
supports image acquisition with the new
generation of cooled digital cameras
designed for GFP and calcium ratio imaging
experiments. The improved device handling
means faster acquisition and more data
points during key phases of a ratio
experiment. With the proper hardware, image
acquisition rates of over 100 frames per
second can be achieved.
Circle number 6 on reader response card.
Fluo-peptides brochure
A new brochure from NEN® Life Sciences
Products describes Fluo-peptidesTM,
biologically active fluorescent peptides for use
in the characterization of G-protein-coupled
receptors (GPCRs). The brochure describes
their use in cellular imaging, flow
cytometry/FACS and fluorescence polarization
receptor binding assay applications. Fluo-
peptides enable faster, more comprehensive
studies of peptide–GPCR interactions than is
possible with radiolabeled peptides.
Circle number 7 on reader response card.
ProtoCOL RGB is a major new version
of the acclaimed ProtoCOL
microbiological colony counter from
SYNBIOSIS. Embedded behind a
simple user interface, the advanced
colour classification algorithm at the
heart of ProtoCOL RGB enables
automatic counting of colonies within
different colour categories. ProtoCOL
was designed in response to the trend
towards the use of chromogenic media,
on which particular organisms are
differentiated by their colony colour.
Its ability to count the number of
colonies of each colour will have a wide
range of applications in areas such as
food contamination, toxicology, water
quality and environmental monitoring.
The unique colony counting and sizing
system automatically compensates for
touching colonies, bubbles, debris and
variations in agar thickness. Colonies
can also be classified by size for a
comprehensive analysis of plates,
and the system can count spiral plates,
pour plates, dilution series and
petri films.
Circle number 1 on reader response card.
Advanced colony counter
